
The Climate Crisis: Why Healthcare 

Should Lead

Lisa Patel, MD, MESc, FAAP

Executive Director, Medical Society Consortium on Climate and Health
Clinical Associate Professor of Pediatrics, Stanford School of Medicine



1. The climate crisis is a health crisis, and healthcare 

is part of the problem

1. Healthcare workers want healthcare to lead on 

sustainability 

1. Adopting sustainability into healthcare’s mission 

achieves a triple bottom line



Wildfires of 2020
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Climate Resilient California Schools
Safeguarding Children’s Health and Opportunity to Learn in TK-12

A Call To Action





200 major medical 

journals, including the 

New England Journal 

of Medicine, BMJ, and 

the Lancet, published 

the same editorial on 

the same day calling 

climate change the 

greatest threat to 

public health in the 

21st century





The Consortium has 56 member medical societies and 

25 state clinician groups representing over 1 million 

physicians around the country





Credit: Radiology (2023). DOI: 10.1148/radiol.230229Credit: J Clin Invest. 2020;130(2):562-564. https://doi.org/10.1172/JCI135005.

Climate 

change 

will leave 

no organ 

untouched

–no life 

stage 

unaffected



Fossil fuel pollution and health

U.S. healthcare is also responsible for:

• 9% of the country’s air pollution

• 12% of acid rain emissions

• 10% of smog-forming emissions



People suffered 2nd and 3rd 
degree burns from falling on the 
pavement in Arizona. 

One study estimates half of 
Phoenix could end up in the 
emergency room if the power 
grid fails during a heat wave

A study of 700 hospitals along 
the Gulf Coast shows a 22% 
increase risk in flooding due to 
climate change Wildfires of 

unprecedented scale will 
expose new populations 
to the threats of wildfire 
smoke



Why does sustainable healthcare matter?

Eckelman 2020:

US healthcare system is responsible for 
~25% of GLOBAL healthcare GHG 
emissions

2018 greenhouse gas emissions resulted in 
the loss of 388,000 disability-adjusted life-
years.

Study showed no correlation between level 
of GHG emissions and health system 
quality→ there is plenty of room to decrease 
or GHG emissions without compromising 
care



Estimated # of 

deaths from 

healthcare’s 

pollution is between 

48k-98k



Healthcare workers want healthcare 

to lead on sustainability 













Sustainable healthcare achieves a 

triple bottom line 





Once operational, the system 

will provide approximately 30% 

of the electricity needed to 

support the AdventHealth 

corporate campus and is 

projected to save the 

organization approximately $20 

million over 20 years in 

operational savings. It is 

estimated that initial project 

costs will be recouped in 12-15 

years



“The Clean Power Prescription 

also advances BMC’s mission by 

addressing both economic and 

environmental justice. In addition 

to helping our patients, the pilot 

project has generated significant 

benefits in terms of philanthropy, 

faculty recruitment, and 

faculty/staff morale.”



“Aging energy infrastructure 

and public safety power 

shutdowns due to wildfires 

created vulnerabilities for the 

hospital. The renewable 

energy microgrid will reduce 

reliance on the traditional 

power grid, save money on 

energy costs, and ensure 

operational continuity during 

regional power outages.”





https://bit.ly/SustainableHealthCare









Thank you!
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