
Which mask to wear for COVID-19 Patients:

Notes:  COVID-19 is considered Droplet + Contact Precautions 

N95 Mask is NOT  needed for Nasopharyngeal specimen collection

*Full face shield will be used with 

isolation masks during extended use 

(e.g. drive-thrus)
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DROPLET + CONTACT 
PRECAUTIONS

CLINICAL SETTINGS:

• Routine patient encounters

• Nasopharyngeal specimen 
collection*

• High Flow O2 (non-Heated)

• Nasal Cannula O2

ISOLATION MASK
(often yellow)

+ contact PPE = gloves, gown, face mask 
with attached eye shield*

DROPLET + CONTACT 
PRECAUTIONS; PROTECTION 
AGAINST BODY FLUID SPRAY

CLINICAL SETTINGS:

• Use in:
o Procedural areas
o Operating Rooms
o OB Deliveries  

SURGICAL MASK
(often blue)

(note: this mask is stored in the ORs and 
is not for use on inpatient floors)

+ OR attire per 'Management of the 
COVID Patient in the Operating Room'

CLINICAL SETTINGS:

• Controlled Intubation (ER & 
IP units)

• Operating Room Intubation

• Bronchoscopy in the ICU

The above procedures will be 
performed by a designated 

PAPR team.

POWERED AIRWAY PURIFIED
RESPIRATOR MASK (PAPR 

MASK)
+ contact PPE

AIRBORNE + CONTACT 
PRECAUTIONS

CLINICAL SETTINGS:

• Aerosol Generating 
Procedures (AGP):
• Emergent Intubation 

(including EMS, ED, IP, 
OR)

• BiPAP
• Oral/NP/OP suctioning  

(with exception of in-line 
suctioning of an 
intubated patient)

• Heated High Flow O2

(very limited use)
• Nebulizers (change to 

MDI if possible) 
• Chest PT

N95 MASK/RESPIRATOR
+ contact PPE (including eye protection)

AIRBORNE + CONTACT 
PRECAUTIONS



PICTURES OF MASK TYPES:
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SURGICAL MASK
POWERED AIRWAY 

PURIFIED RESPIRATOR 
MASK (PAPR MASK)

N95 MASK/RESPIRATOR
+

EYE PROTECTION
ISOLATION MASK


